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Reading Guide

Increasing Behavior

Reinforcement – Consequence is only reinforcer if it increases or maintains the behavior
Definitions
Positive Reinforcement – 
Provide a school example:
Negative Reinforcement – 

Provide a school example:

Choosing a reinforcer depends on:

· Reinforcement history

· Conditions of deprivation 
· Individual preferences
What are methods to determine reinforcers (reinforcer sampling)?
· Ask

· Reinforcer menu
· Single Item

· Forced-choice sampling

· Multiple stimulus presentation

Nine Step sequence (Hall and Hall, 1980, pp.15-17)

Step 1

Step 2

Step 3

Step 4

Step 5

Step 6

Step 7

Step 8

Step 9

How do you increase a reinforcers effectiveness

Primary Reinforcer

· Types of:
· Needed for primary reinforcers to be effective
How to prevent satiation

· Use a reinforcer selected the participant

· Vary reinforcer

· Shorten instructional sessions

· Switch to alternate reinforcer

· Decrease size of reinforcer

· Use an array for student to choose
· Schedules of reinforcer

Secondary Reinforcer or _____________________ Reinforcer
For those students whom have not learned the value of secondary reinforcers

How do you go about obtaining a conditioned reinforcer?
Generalized Reinforcer

Token Reinforcer – used as transition between performance and natural community of reinforcement

For a token system you must have
You must let the student know
What are the limitations and how do you make it more effective

Why use a token system

Social Reinforcers

Contracting – placing the contingency for reinforcement into a written document

For a contract you must have:
A contract must contain

What are the limitations and how do you make it more effective

Why use a contract
Differences in administration of reinforcers

In what ways can reinforcers be delivered to meet the different needs of the situation

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Schedules of reinforcement

Continuous schedule – CRF

When would you use a continuous schedule of SR+

· Most useful when teaching new behaviors (during acquisition)

· Process of reinforcing successive approximations of the target beajvior

· Use when target behavior is low frequency

PROBLEMS

· Satiation

· Dependence on reinforcement

· Extinction occurs if teacher stop SR+ after acquisition

· May interfere with instruction

· Leads to poor maintenance and generalization

Intermittent Schedule of Reinforcement – behavior is not reinforced every occurrence
Ratio - # of times behavior occurs determines reinforcer

Fixed ratio – reinforcement is delivered contingent on the completion of a specified number of tasks
How does this schedule affect the target behavior?

· Results in higher rate of responding to obtain reinforcer

· Inappropriate fluency – to obtain reinforcement student will increase responding rate

· Post-reinforcement pause

Variable ratio – reinforcement delivered on the average of a specified number of correct responses

How does this schedule affect the target behavior?

Interval – occurrence of at least one correct response and the passage of a specified amount of time determines the delivery of the reinforcer
Fixed interval – reinforcement is delivered contingent on the occurrence of a correct response after a specified number of minutes

How does this schedule affect the target behavior?

Variable interval – the occurrence of at least one correct response and the passage of an average amount of time determines the delivery of the reinforcer

How does this schedule effect the target behavior?

Fixed Response Duration

Variable Response Duration

Thinning Schedule – Reinforcer gradually becomes available less often, or becomes contingent upon greater amounts of appropriate behavior

CRF
FR
VR

How does thinning reinforcement affect the target behavior?

